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sa Business Journal

AQUABATIC

FOUNDED: In 2005.

EARNINGS: About $1 million a year.

EMPLOYEES: Three, besides contract employees.

PRODUCTS: Synthetic grass, sub-surface irrigation

and grey-water diversion and treatment systems.

Commercial answer
to an urgent need

MY BUSINESS
KYM SCUTTER

TOP TURF: Aquabatic’s Kym Scutter.
Picture: GREG HIGGS

WE HAVE been in business for nearly 25
years, providing event management and
marketing and promotion services.

However, the business changed direc-
tion, when in 2005, we saw the potential
for growth in water-saving products. It
was obvious that water-saving was cru-
cial, but little was being done and many
products were new and untested.

We spent six months researching the
right products.

We have always supported quality
Australian-made products and there are
lots of people here developing innovative
products.

We spent a lot of time and energy
initially ensuring product quality and
supply. Ultimately, we released our own
synthetic grass, Top Turf, developing a
good relationship with a long-established
manufacturer.

We are commissioning our own Com-
monwealth Scientific and Industrial Re-
search Organisation (CSIRO) testing.

With the water situation being critical,
there are viable solutions available. Top
Turf is our biggest-selling product. It’s
synthetic grass so it doesn’t need water-
ing, mowing or edging – it’s very low-
maintenance compared to traditional

lawn. Our client base is evenly divided
between leisure (domestic) and corpor-
ate. A typical corporate client is a
childcare centre. We turn their dust-bowl
into a year-round, low-maintenance play-
ground that has no mud in winter and
that’s green in summer. Caravan parks are
finding our products useful too.

No one wants to go to a caravan park
without green grass. Caravan parks gen-
erate lots of grey water. So the clever
solution for them is to use their grey water
on their lawns.

Aquarius is our grey-water diversion
and treatment system. It’s also suitable
for domestic gardens – an average family
creates 300,000 litres of grey water a year.

Aquarius can be combined with our sub-
surface irrigation system, Kapillary Irri-
gation Sub-Surface System (KISSS).

Sub-surface irrigation stops water loss
from evaporation, and KISSS is a very
efficient delivery system because of its
broad wetting pattern and it’s a safe
means of grey-water use.

All of our products are suitable for
corporate and domestic use and are guar-
anteed. We are interested in forming part-
nerships with other water-saving prod-
ucts, and are looking for people to become
agents for our products.
❏ Kym Scutter is managing director of
Aquabatic

Celebrating our
export excellence
From Page 33

Flight Training Adelaide and BAE Sys-
tems will represent different parts of the
aviation sector and local success story Clip
Joint has been recognised for its training
academy.

Business SA chief executive Peter
Vaughan said the awards were ‘‘a cel-
ebration of exporting excellence in South
Australia’’.

‘‘The export awards acknowledge the
outstanding contribution made by ex-
porters, and with such a high standard of
applications we pay tribute to some of the
most dynamic businesses in this state,’’ Mr
Vaughan said. ‘‘South Australian export
businesses are making names for them-
selves and the state, globally and that is
worth recognising.’’

The award winners will be announced at
the 2007 Business SA annual dinner, held
at the Adelaide Convention Centre this
Friday. State award winners qualify as
finalists in the 2007 Australian Export
Awards.

American employment data
is good news for local bourse

share marketROSS KELLY
AUSTRALIAN shares hit an-
other record close yesterday as
stronger-than-expected U.S.
employment data calmed con-
cerns about the strength of the
world’s biggest economy, and
higher metal prices boosted
local resources stocks.

T h e b e n c h m a r k S & P /
ASX200 index rose 48.9 points
to 6654.3, beating its previous
record set last Wednesday of
6659.95. The All Ordinaries
gained 49.9 points to 6667.2,
just under its record of 6667.6
set last Tuesday.

The S&P/ASX200 index hit
an intraday high of 6684.4 and
the All Ords 6695.4.

Macquarie Equities client

adviser David Halliday said
strong metal prices helped re-
source stocks.

‘‘But investors were mostly
heartened by the strong econ-
omic news out of the U.S. on
Friday,’’ he said.

‘‘It appears that the market
over there is cheering good
news as much as it’s cheering
bad news at the moment.
That’s why that market’s at
records and we’ve followed
that cue today.’’

Rio Tinto led the local
bourse higher, putting on $3.67
to $111.32, while rival BHP
Billiton added 59c to $44.69.

Zinc and lead miner Zinifex
rose 37c to $18.75 and alu-
minium producer Alumina
climbed 13c to $7.07.

Australia’s biggest oil and
gas producer, Woodside Pet-
roleum, closed steady at $51.78
as crude oil prices dipped
slightly, but two of its biggest
local competitors posted large
gains. Santos advanced 64c to
$15.90 and Oil Search added
13c to $4.30.

The major banks lifted, with
NAB up 8c to $40.84, Common-
wealth Bank up 29c to $57.35,
ANZ 29c to $30.86 and Westpac
29c to $29.32.

Investment bank Macquarie
Bank rose $1.30 to $87.25 and
Babcock & Brown added $1.10
to $30.

ASX sued over
futures trades
THE Australian Securities
Exchange is vigorously oppos-
ing claims it acted improperly
by cancelling more than 300
futures trades in July.

The ASX is standing by its
decision to cancel the trans-
actions on the grounds that
pricing on the trades fell out-
side set safety thresholds.

Not to be confused with the
infamous SFE shutdown on
August 16, when the market
plunged 5 per cent, ASX con-
firmed yesterday that it was
being sued for almost $1
million for cancelling 337
trades on the Sydney Futures
Exchange on July 25, the day
stronger-than-expected June
quarter consumer price index
figures were released.

There are six applicants
making the claim, including
global broker TransMarket
Trading.
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TODAY
� University of Adelaide’s 
Research Tuesdays seminar on 
Water Management, Lecture 
Theatre, Napier Building, city.
� The Australian Institute of 
Project Management’s National 
Project Management Achievement 
Awards presentation, Hobart.
� National Australia Bank’s 
monthly business survey.
TOMORROW
� Australian Marketing Institute’s 
Magnet to present annual Meet 
Your Match networking event,  
Keith Murdoch House (The 
Advertiser Building), city.
� Housing fi nance data for 
August, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics.
� Employment fi gures for October, 
Department of Employment and 
Workplace Relations.
THURSDAY
� State Health Minister John Hill 

to discuss the recently launched 
SA’s Healthcare Plan, Committee 
for Economic Development and 
Health Partners, Hyatt 
Regency Adelaide.
� Inaugural Adelaide Research 
& Innovation Impact Awards, 
University of Adelaide.
� Former Victorian Premier Jeff 
Kennett to address the Australian 
Institute of Management SA’s 
Women in Management Breakfast, 
Adelaide Convention Centre, 
Adelaide.
� Results: Bank of Queensland, 
fi nal.
� Labour force data for 
September, ABS.
FRIDAY
� 2007 Business SA Export 
Awards presentation, Adelaide 
Convention Centre, Adelaide.
MONDAY
� Meetings: Giaconda (Sydney), 
NSX (Melbourne).

KEYINDICATORS
INTEREST RATES 
� The Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia (RBA) left offi cial interest 
rates steady at 6.50 per cent, 
after lifting the cash rate by 25 
basis points in August.

RETAIL TRADE
� Australian retail trade at 
current prices rose 0.7 per 
cent in August to a seasonally 
adjusted $19.7 billion from an 
upwardly revised $19.5 billion 
in July, the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics said.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
� The Australian balance of 
goods and services was a 
defi cit of $1.6 billion, season-
ally adjusted, in August, the 
ABS said. Exports rose two 
per cent, while imports rose 
fi ve per cent in August.

Former Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett 
will address the Australian Institute 

of Management SA’s Women in 
Management Breakfast

STOCKWATCH
CURNAMONA ENERGY

The explorer has extended the 
uranium mineralisation at its Oban 
prospect by several hundred metres.

July 9, 2007 Yesterday

Yesterday’s close at $1.11

RECLAIM INDUSTRIES

The company received $567,500 of the 
Federal Innovation and Investment Fund 
for SA funding for a tyre recycling plant.

ABB GRAIN

The grain distribution company’s profi t 
is likely to halve to less than $8 million 
due to current crop conditions.
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